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Dear Supporters and Friends,
REASONS TO REJOICE! Could you use a reason to rejoice right now? In the middle of this coronavirus outbreak, it is
really easy to grow weary and discouraged, yet there is so much to be thankful for. The commands to always
rejoice (Philippians 4:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:16) remain unchanged in Scripture (even as fears mount). So, to help you
fulfill this command, take a few moments to read this update, and rejoice in God’s goodness to Haven of Grace
Seminary over the course of this past year. On March 13, we officially completed our first full year in our seminary
program.
During this year, we had the privilege to help equip and train 45 men for the Gospel ministry, including our first
international student from Pakistan. Wow! Think about that: 45 men receiving intensive instruction in the
Scriptures who are now better equipped to preach and minister to their congregations and their communities. That
certainly causes my heart to rejoice, and I hope it does the same for your heart as well! I wish I could share with
you the sincere appreciation these men have expressed to me. They often speak of the impact Haven of Grace has
had on their own spiritual lives as well as their ministries. What a joy to be able to partner with Filipino pastors who
faithfully preach the Word of God, not only on Sundays, but also in Outreach Bible Studies, Feeding Program
Outreaches, Public and Christian Schools, Mid-Week Services, and more!
As far as events, we had a really busy end to our semester. We were thrilled to have Pastor Joe Henson, along with
his wife, Kristi, and their three daughters with us for two weeks. Pastor Joe taught our final block course for the
semester—a course on the book of Acts. The men were engaged, and really thankful for the training. Acts is such a
pivotal and important book, so we were thankful to have someone who had spent 3 years preaching through the
book to his congregation to come in an teach it.

Having the whole Henson clan with us for two weeks was such a blessing to our entire family. Kristi was an
encouragement to Sarah (helping keep the house clean with 12 of us in our home for most of the time), and the
kids loved spending time with the girls. They played games, went to the beach, played with the neighborhood
children, and just enjoyed time together. It was a much needed time for our children. The Hensons jumped right in
wherever they were and had a focus on ministering to others around them. We are grateful they came!

Also within this month, we had numerous opportunities to minister in local churches. We were glad for the chance
to speak at Church Anniversary Celebrations, a Love Feast, and it was a neat experience to take part in our first
“Budol Fight” (Pic bottom right).

TRAVEL: I also want to give an update on our travel. I want to call them travel “plans,” however, there really are no
plans currently in place. We initially had tickets to fly out on March 17/18. But, the Philippine government has
locked down all domestic travel. In addition to this, our family has been dealing with a lot of sickness right now
which would have made it impossible to travel (even if there wasn’t a ban in place). Now, there is the possibility of
getting an international flight (at present), however, the airport on our island does not fly to any international
destinations. So, as things stand right now, there is no way for us to leave. I have an email sent out to the
Philippines Department of Tourism which is helping foreign nationals secure flights to their home countries, but I
am still waiting on a response. As far as we can tell, the domestic travel ban will be in place until the middle of
April, at which point we, theoretically, could get a flight to the States. However, the prices of flights at that time are
off the charts. So, if you would simply pray for us that the Lord would give us grace as we wait, and that He would
open up the way for us in His time.
Prayer Requests:
Serving Christ,
The Valiantes
2 Corinthians 5:14-15
If you have not already, please visit our website (valiantes.com) for
regular updates. You can also subscribe to our website to receive
updates directly to your email inbox. Also, if you would like to
support our family financially, visit our website and click on the
“Support” or “Donate” tab on the menu.



For wisdom in securing tickets for our return trip home
For health for each member of our family so that when we
make our attempt to travel home, there will not be any
interruptions
 For extra peace and grace for our children with our trip back to
the States being delayed


Praises To God:


For a really great ending to our 1s Year at Haven of Grace
For an encouraging time with the Henson Family
 For family members starting to feel better (after a long period
of sickness)


