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Dear Supporters and Friends,
SECOND SEMESTER READY TO START IN SPITE OF HARDSHIPS. In the middle of December, a Category 5 Super
Typhoon, locally known as Odette, barreled through the Philippines leaving a wide path of destruction. The
Visayas (the middle region of the Philippines where Haven of Grace Seminary is located) were hit especially
hard. The Center for Disaster Philanthropy reports over 400 deaths with close to 1.5 million homes damaged
or destroyed. Almost 8 million people were affected by the storm [these statistics are taken from:
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/disaster/super-typhoon-odette-rai/].

The level of devastation is hard to put into words. In the aftermath of the typhoon, the people remained
without electricity, access to running water, and encountered food shortages. I am grateful that our Mission
Board, Pacific Rim Missions International, was able to quickly send relief funds to help support our
students/pastors in the middle of this crisis. Thousands of dollars have been sent and relief goods like rice,
clean water, and canned goods have been distributed to communities all throughout the island of Negros.
Also, churches have received funds to help rebuild in the aftermath of the destruction.

Despite these hardships, we are set to launch our second semester at the end of January with another live,
interactive class—this time on the Pastoral Epistles. Thanks to the technology available to us, we will be
adding a third location for the course in Hinoba-an (a town three hours south of the seminary). Not only that,
but we also have the prospect of adding some students from Myanmar as well. The Lord continues to open
doors for training pastors for gospel ministry in the Philippines, and beyond! We are doing our best to adapt to
the ministry God has given to us.
Over the past two months, I have been working on the
course notes for my class in the Pastoral Epistles. I can see
what Paul meant when he wrote of “laboring in the word” (1
Tim. 5:17). As always, it is a joy to dive into a portion of
Scripture—especially one that has such direct application to
pastors and the churches they serve. We will cover
important topics such as pastoral qualifications, the issue of
women preaching, church polity, the importance of healthy
doctrine paired with godly living, etc. I can’t wait to dig into
the text with our students. I am including the “word cloud” I
created for 1 Timothy during my study. This will be just one
of the many resources within the 210+ pages of course
notes.
As always, we are so grateful for your prayers and support as we continue the work of training Filipinos for the
gospel ministry. For those who would like to donate toward the relief effort, Pacific Rim Missions International
has set up a fund on its giving portal. Once on the site, click on the drop-down menu labeled “Fund,” and you
can scroll down to select “Disaster Relief Fund.” To give, please visit:
https://app.easytithe.com/App/Form/53d1ff65-52a8-433a-8b48-653f46a9a15f

Serving Christ,
The Valiantes
2 Corinthians 5:14-15
If you have not already, please visit our website (valiantes.com) for
regular updates. You can also subscribe to our website to receive
updates directly to your email inbox. Also, if you would like to support
our family financially, visit our website and click on the “Support” or
“Donate” tab on the menu.

Prayer Requests:
•
•
•

For final preparations for the upcoming course in
the Pastoral Epistles.
For our course to run smoothly—especially as we
set up a new location in Hinoba-an.
For the continued recovery efforts on the island of
Negros in the aftermath of Typhoon Odette.

Praises To God:
•
•

For new students this semester.
For relief funds that have been distributed to local
churches which have in turn opened the door for
opportunities to share the gospel.

